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GENERAL COMMENTS 

™'""™ 1 i 

1* Physical education is a major item of the student *s curriculum, which starts 
in the nursery school and continues throughout his scholastic training. It 
25X1 X planned and directed. It is in the field of physical education 25X1 X 

atudent has the opportunity of developing his individual self. 


2. The conformity of thought of the students was disturbing to us. For instance 
when we asked questions about Beria or *ha war in Korea, we got the same answer 
every time. One student would answer and say that he spoke for all the students, 
we would ask him how it was possible for lrlm to answer for students that were 
one thousand miles away, and he would reply, "All students have the same opin- 
ion oa important issues.". Despite all the talks which we had with students in 
various parts of the US&B, we were never able to get beneath the surface of 
Soviet thought to ferret out any possible signs of discontent or reoelllon. 

3e we were told at various schools chat 70 to of all university students are 

members of the Komosol, which is the Communist Youth Movement. Their ages range 
from 14 to 25 years. Most of these members came up from the "Pioneers", which 
is the Children* s Communist Movement , and includes children within the ages 
of seven to Ik years. All activities outside the regular school*s curriculum 
are centered around the Komosol. 


4. 


5* 


th ! varlouc schools Of higher lawnlng were serious 
fUtf enthusiastic! about their education. Ail the universities that va vleltefl 
yarn aa-ofluoaUon&i. with about an oryial division of tno saxes. 


A standard auastion which wo suited of the administrative personnel of nha uni - 
varsities was. ’What major problems oonfrant you at this timet-' Th. answer was 
the some every timet "He are laefclng in space) we need new buildings) Mid we 
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rK:,jU '; l0rc " In some of the area.c } for ins banco, in IQ tarkov, many or 

oiu un .lv or s ty buildingswere destroyed by the wa r* A building nrogram is 
n * ui: Kharkov, as well as at other places. However , the*"* con- 

Scn^a > . t these officials was tl^nt the present: ouildiag program was not suf- 

ficient to take care of the needs of the universities* These men emphasized • 
tnat ! ' ht2 Dirth ratc the count was increasing and more and more 
cnildren. were entering the schools of higher learning. 



vacation, 
go to do his laboratory and field 


8 . 




O*t on ^ rlm ? e ? e<lulremaats ■BO universities are the same throughout the country. 
Students who have received Gold or Silver Medals from the Middle Schools are 
eligible for entrance; all other students are subjected to a rigid examination 
before their entrance to a university. If a student fails, he can apply for 
eaothor examination. 

Many scholarships are given to students, ranging from three hundred to seven 

£££2} per month * 11118 covera the C08t <* tuition, which is about four 

hundred rubles per year and includes room, board, books, and a little is left 
r spending money. Students who maintain good and excellent marks, roughly 
equivalent to a B or A average in the US, are awarded a 2556 bonus. Upper 
classmen are allowed an increase in their financial scholarships.! W 

universities run for five years, with an additional three years re- 
quired for the first graduate degree. However, t Soviet student begins col- 
thf e us fter ° nly 10 yearS ° f prev ~ ioUfl sohoolin 6; this compares with 12 years in 

Graduates from the universities are required to serve for three years at what- 
ever Job the government assigns them. We aslced the students whether they had 
any choice of Job3, and they said, "Yes. However, no two people ever compete 
for uce some job. 


?*?J b8ad8 °f aU schools of higher 'earning are scientists, and all of them have 
fl'iflis? W % were told ** ,Jle Resident of Stalin Unive- :y, Tbilisi 

nnoi^vi' ? 1 \ pr0fe300ra and teachers in these universities had to devote 

for"rf>^fn^v, thel ? ** reaearch * For instance, a teacher was given a subject 

h j ^ he aevotea three hours a day to his teaching, he also was 
required to devote three hours to research on the subject given him. 

St y e . utll X ersltiea are deferred from military service while they are 
ths ^ school. However, they do have military training which compares -with 
. ®* * our us colleges. Students doing graduate work are also defer- 

red f.om^ military service. One professor told us that scientists and engineers 
school wvto have completed their graduate work are never 

bec T e their C2rvioeB “ scientists or engineers a*. more 
valuable to the government. 


• ' ffiS&RY AND ELEMENTARY 3CHOOIS 


Nursery schools .ake the children, almost from birth, 
weeks, and keep them until ^hay nre three years old. 
try take their children ,to nursery school each Monday 
work, and pick them up again to take them home on the 
day after working hours, the parents are permitted to 


generally at the age of six 
Parents employed in Indus - 
morning on their way to 
following Saturday. Each 
see their children. 
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We visited a kindergarten in Kiev; This was modern and clean ^ It, was strictly 
limited in its enrollment to six o lasses of 25 children each. Children "between 
the ages of three and seven attended the kindergarten* Although this is not 
ccnnpuEftfr^ra -fee is charged far each child attending kindergarten. The - ' amount’- ; 
of the fee is determined upon the ability of the parents to pay* Kindergarten 
children attend school from 10 to 12 hours a day, six days a week* They have no 
academic instruction, hut play games,, sing songs, draw and do different exer- 
cises* 

All children must enter the elementary school at the age of - seven years* We- 
visited the Middle School* Here* we were told that the same curriculum 

applied to all kiddle schools throughout the USSR; and we were told that educa- 
tion in the midd. e school is free up and including the seventh year*- Tuition is 
charged for the last three years, and the usual charge is $ 50*00 per year* 

Consuls car- courses in the middle school consist of a\gebra, geometry ; trigo- 
nometry, chemistry, payslcs, psychology, astronomy, logic, poysical culture, 
history, and a choice of a foreign language. This Middle School which we visited 
in Kiev was old and the students had to attend school in two shifts, six days a 
week* Each class lasted 4-5 minutes* 

Major industries, such as the Stalin Works in Moscow, have their own schools* 

We visited the Stali n Works and were told that no children under the age of 1 6 
years could be employed* We saw many of these l6 -year -old employees, a nd to me 
they -appeared to he much younger than 16 years of age* Children of -this age are 
required bo attend the school set up by the industry* These factory-operated 
schools have correspondence courses, night classes, and full-time day classes 
for people training for technical Jobs* All students attending the factory 
technical schools are subsidized* 


MOSCOW UNIVERSITY* MOSCOW 1 

This is the show-place of the Soviet educational system* It is a 32-story sky- 
scraper, 1 situated on Lenin Hill Just* outside of Moscow. The university was 
formally opened in the fall of 1953® Facilities at the university are general- 
ly good, new and ‘attractive; Laboratories are streamlined fmd well-equipped* 
Classes and lecture halls seemed to be adequate* 

In- the- Library, there are individual study desks for the students* There appear- 
ed to be a good supply of US technical Journals available, such as: The Bulletin 
of the Geological Society of America, and The Bulletin of the Association of 
Petroleum Geologists * There were also other scientific periodicals available* 

We saw no US newspapers or current magazines. - 

Two l8 -story wings are attached* to the 32-otory skyscraper, known as the class- 
room section* The wings are dormitories, and provide space far five thousand 
students# • We visited some of these rooms and found them comfortable, well- 
lighted and comparable to US college dormitory rooms* 

Wc met the Rector of the University of Moscow, Doctor Petrovsky /fau/, who is 
a true scientist* He introduced us to the oecond-ln-ccmmand at the uni versity. 
Doctor Falls thev /fnu/ • We had a Little time to visit with them and ask them 
questions. Afterwards, they turned ua over to students who directed us through- 
out, the. Uni vers ity*- 

The University of Moscow has the fold-owing faculties:: Art, Philosophy, History, 
Economics, Law, Philology, Journall&a, Katura^Science, Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology, Geology, Giatlgirapby^.-Gnd Medicine. 

The old buildings of the University of Moscow, Which are located in the central 
part of Moscow, are still being operated and in use. The new buildings house 
all of the Nat*.iral Sciences. The present enrollment at the University is 
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lo thousand. 5'2p of whom are women* We were told that there were several student 
from other Satellite countries, as well as from Africa and other countries* the 


numbers from each were not told ns* 


25X1 A 


AZlfltB/gjAN INDUSTRIAL COLLHGB, BAKU 

Azerbaijan Industrial College is also Known as the Azerbaijan Oil Institute, It is 
located in the central part of Baku, and consists of several ^uiidings* We were 
quests of the President, Mr P 6 Gadjev , who escorted us throughout the college# 

We caw very little of the laboratories but did see a display of several kinds of 
rod: containing minerals# Godjev answered our questions through an interpreter, 
and told us this Institute was founded in 1920; and by 1953? it had -turned out 
15 thousand engineers* 

Students from other Satellite countries . and Turkey cone to this Institute# In 
■■■iHHHi when we were there, there were 10 thousand students enrolled, 6C r fi 
nien and 4 Cfj; women, who are being trained to be technicians and engineers in the 
oil industry# Also being trained at the Institute are geologists, geo -physicists, 
industrial technologists, energ 3 r engineers, machine builders, oil mechanics, and 
oonccny engineers# Courses are taught in the Azerbaijan and Russian j-anguageo • 
art of the education of students includes active work in the oil fields# Re- 
sident Gadjev said that one of the principal activities of the Institute at the 
present time was a project on historical soil research, which he said would aid 
geology . 

Wo were told that this was the only- school of this kind in the USSR. 
students from this college are immediately given jobs which pay .1500 rubles 
monthly. 

V;o were shown a fill a entitled, "Developing the Oil Industry in the Caspian Sea"; 
and wore told that this project had! been started in 194 £ and was now partially 
in operation* We tried to find out the location of these oil fields In the 
Caspian, but were unsuccessful# One of the professors told me that they were 
drilling oil wells as far as two -hundred kilometers out in the Caspian* 

CTAL1U UNIVgRSITy* TBILI S I (TIFLIS) 1 

V/e met the President of Stalin University, Doctor E E 3urchuladze_, who gave us 
information concerning his university# He told us that the University is 35 
years old. Before the Russian Revolution the University had only a Philosophy 
Department, but it now lias developed to 12 different deportments, as follows: 

Physics, Mathematics, Chemistry, Geology^H^M;ory, Geography, Biology, Philos- 25X1X 

ophy, Language, Economics, Lav , and ^^HI^IHHhe also told us it had a course 
in Medicine. Stalin University lias; 5&0 members on its faculty . 5*-?O0 Stu- 

dents, of which arc women# Tlie; University is housed in four buildings, 
three and four 3tories high# 

T^urcnuladse stated the government has .allotted s ax -and - one -half million rabies 
for the construction, of new buildings for the University, and another two-and- 
one-half million rubles for the construction of a Scientific laboratory and 
equipment for same* The University is operating on a budget of 57 -million rubles 

Courses are taught at Stalin University in both the Russian and Georgian langu- 
ages. One of the oig problems of the University is that most textbooks used 
are in Rusc5.au, which necessitates the translation info the Georgian language* 

Thirtv-five hundred of the studenta ■ at Stalin Uniwrsitv live in dormitories. Ninety per- 
cent of thi students are children of either peasants or; workers j and most of the students 

are on scholarships* 
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We were told that thewwere ov«r six hundred research projects underway at the 
University*. The lahoratorica yfcich we visited were fairly- modern and veil 
kept. 

Students and members " ~oT 'tlrer ’ f ureuity -srtr 'Stagin' University seemed to* we* 'to be- more 
friendly than at any other place we visited, possibly with the exception of 
the Azerbaijan Industrie 1 Hollege, Baku. They seemed more free to talk, and 
there was less of the ’Party line" given out to us than at any other school. 

Doctor Burchuladze, also, said that there were 22 schools of higher learning in 
the state of Georgia, and that there were 4c thousand students, both men and 
women, attending these schools. 


KHARKOV INSTITUTES 

In Kharkov, there are two 5"* 4,4 ■‘■"tea of higher learning: The Polytechnical 
Institute, the larger, has 7500 ■ j /udents enrolled, and Kharkov University 
hap 3500 students. 


KHARKOV UIOVKR^rrY 

HHII parti cul at ly interested In Kharkov University, which was established 
in lfl05* Hero we met Doctor Simov /fnu /, Dean of the Biological Sciences 
of this university. Kharkov University has a faculty of 340 members, and 
departments in Mathematics, Chemistry, Geology, Geography, Biology, History, 
Language, Economics and Foreign Languages. Attached to this . University > 
and located in surrounding cities throughout the area are smaller institutes 
*vt which Chemistry, biology, astronomy and hydro-biology are taught. The 
biology laboratory, which we visited here was very well equipped and well 
maintained. 

Kharkov University is co -educational with 60 to 65# of the students being 
women. Only 15$ of the students of this university live in Kharkov. The 
buildings of the university, ^numbering 13, are spread throughout the city. 
Former university buildings were destroyed during World War II. At present 
there is a large building program going on at the Universiiy, and we were in- 
formed that the buildings would be completed by 1956. The new buildings 
will be centrally located, as in the past. 

Doctor Simov, Dean of the Biological Sciences, we learned later was one of 
the best known biologists in the USSR. He, at the time, was working on a 
research problem pertaining io the old age of people. As he stated, he 
was trying “to trace the changes in humans throughout their lives by trying 
to stop the fatal processes* 1 . . He stated that in his area, there is one 
person, now living, who has attained the age of 147 years. 


UNIVERSITY OF ODESSA, ODESSA - 

This university was introduced to us as the Institute of Technology for the 
Food and Refrigeration Industry, and toho President la Doctor V S Martinoviky* . 

The Institute is located in the aentral parfr of Odessa. Its purpose, ve were 
; jld, is to prepare engineers for the food u.A refrigeration industry. The 
president said emphasis was being focused upon research of frozen foods. Its 
departments ore for the purpose of furnishing technical information to wine, 
candy, and spirit industries. It also has a mechanical and refrigeration de- 
partment. There arc 1300 Jtudents attending, both men and "women. Courses 
are for five years, including ^cual laboratory and study work for three years, 
and practical experience in the various industries for two years. Tills in- 
stitute is poorly housed and the equipment is not modern*. 
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i E 6 fWTr’ > T QfI ™wr. ^ M IMES. KXCT ■ ' /. . • 

1*0. This school/ la the middle 

rithse »aa lit to 30 years "olage, Entrance xequia-cmantsto 
S^that the student mast have at least seven years erf 

TO»':r«m]ar course is far foMP.yoars; Uawever,rlf a , stuaeat_«rt«Srthe ias^i 

tlda who has hod 10 years of alaasawry scnoooans/ “ — 

course. Ibis school prepares students for administrative wark ' ° uc V e _ 
for emen anflsuperintendehts lit. tha oual mince. There^are ^0®' t 

^o^a^ thTschool. '0t» reastoement Is that each otudeatnast spend two 
noatfca of each year la practical vort at the coal mines, for which ha Is pt» 

hi. In one .of Sil°lSS»d 1 ^ 

lous leVeli'-Shd equipment. One of the instructors at the “ 

that there were 50 schools' of .this hind throughout the ^SSB* • 

Were node acquainted with all types of dr illin g and 1 myt i ng^q^ *vj-. 

ohe of the buildings, wo saw a modem cutting marine. We ^ 

there was only one coal, mine la that port of the Ukraine which was completely 

mechanized* 

42. Students at the Technical School of laMs at Kiev ai^Buhsldlzed by scholar- 
dhlpflj irtiicjr fto . the year 1953* amounted to lD-mll3aan. rublee^ .^^ -. . 




-end- 
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